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I. GENEN,AT

l.0l  This sect ion covers the descr ipt ion,  care
and maintenance of insulating gloves provided

for the protection of employees against electric
shock, and the precautions to be followed in their
use. Information on leather protector gloves, fabric
liner gloves, and B glove bag is also included.

1.02 This section has been reissued to:

o Provide an al ternate method to air  test
insulating gloves.

o Standardize the method in storing the gloves
in the B glove bag.

o Include information on the availability of
sizes 8D and E insulating glove, size 8C
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leather protector and size 6 fabr ic l iner
glove.

Since this is a general revision, arrows used to
indicate changes have been omitted.

1.03 This section is identical to Section 460-300-103
and replaces Section 0?5-141-501.

l.O4 A reference between the insulating glove
size and the compat ib le s izes of  leather

protectors and fabr ic l iner gloves is shown in
Table A.

TABLE A

COMPATIBLE SIZES FOR
INSULATING GLOVE - LEATHER PROTECTOR -

FABRIC LINER

2. PRECAUTIONS

2.0t Except in emergencies such as to prevent
serious injury or loss of life, employees shall

not  handle electr ic,  power wires,  or  associated
switches, and shall arrange to have the necessary
work required on these circuits performed by the
electric company. Similarly, employees shall not
handie telephone wires that are known or suspected
to be energized until the contact conditions have
been cleared by the electric company. Employees
wearing insulating gloves must avoid body contact
with wires, poles, vehicles, and any other objects
which might be energized.
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(4) The air test should be performed last. (See
8.01 and 8.02.)

7.05 When performing the above tests with Lhe
two-color D or E insulat ing gloves, the

appearance of one color showing through the other
means that the glove is defective and not safe to
use. It shall be discarded in accordance with local
routine.

8, AIR, TESI OF INSUIATING GIOVES

8.01 The air  test  (Fig.  5)  shal l  be made on
insulating gloves only when the conditions

listed under 7.04 are satisfactory. Make this test
as follows:

(a) Hold the glove at each side of the edge of
the gauntlet. Slightly stretching the gauntlet

will provide a slight air seal.

(b) Revolve it about the edge of the gauntlet
as an axis, thus rolling it toward the palm

and confining the air in the palm and fingers.

(c) Hold the rolled-up gauntlet in one hand.

(d) At head level, squeeze the palm of the glove
with the other hand to put the confined air

under pressure.

8.02 An alternate method (Fig. 6) to air test the
insulating gloves can be performed in the

following manner:

(a) Hold the glove at each end of the gauntlet,
allowing the gauntlet end to attain maximum

opening.
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(b) Bring the edges of the gauntlet together,
and by using your fingers, roll up the gauntlet

toward the palm of the glove, 1-112 turns.

(c) Fold the rolled gauntlet ends together and
hold with one hand.

(d) At head level, squeeze the confined air with
the other hand.

Note:  Because of  the r ig id i ty in the D
insulating gloves, the glove should be placed
on a clean surface (desk or table) and rolled
up to trap the air as described in 8.02(b) and
(c).

8.03 Any puncture would be readily detected by
feeling the escaping air against the face or

by sound when the glove is air  tested at  head
level.

8.04 If a puncture is found or if the condition
of the gloves is such that there is any doubt

as to their safety, they shall be exchanged at once
for a pair in good condition in accordance with local
routine.

9, CLEANING OF INSUI.ATING GI.OVES

9.01 Insulating gloves shall be cleaned when they
become wet from perspiration or when the

gloves are subjected to contact  wi th dir t ,  mud,
paint, creosote, or other foreign matter. Perspiration,
mud, dirt, and other foreign matter that does not
adhere firmly to the glove shall be removed with
clear water. Paint and creosote shall be removed
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lO.O7 Insulating gloves deteriorate even when not
in use. This deterioration is caused by

ozone in the atmosphere reacting with the glove

material to produce fine surface cracks. Ozone

deterioration will be materially reduced if the gloves

are stored as'outlined in 10.05 and 10.06 without

bends or folds and protected from light, edged

tools, and from pressure due to heavy objects.
Do not store insulating gloves in unventilated rooms

containing ozone producing apparatus or equipment
such as commutator- type electr ic motors and
generators. Never place insulating gloves near
steam pipes, radiators, or in places where they
will be subject to heat, as heat will impair the
strength of the glove material. For maximum
protect ion of  the gloves, one of  the fo l lowing
methods of storage shall be employed:

(a) On motor vehicles, insulating gloves and
associated leather protector and fabric liner

gloves shall be kept in the glove bag, tightly
zippered and stored in locations suitable for that
purpose. They are not to be exposed to edged
tools or pressure from weighted objeck.

(b) With tool bags, insulating gloves and associated

leather protector and fabric liner gloves shall

be kept tightly zippered in the glove bag, which

should be attached to the tool bag.

Note: Care should be taken to attach the

glove bag so it will be flat against that side

of the tool bag which is away from the body

when the tool bag is carried.

(c) Wlen kept in cable splicing trailers, insulating
gloves and associated leather protector and

fabric liner gloves shall be kept in the glove
bag, tightly zippered and stored to avoid contact
with edged tools and pressure from heavy, objects.

(d) When the insulating gloves and associated
leather protector and fabric liner gloves are

being carried for use intermittently they shall

be kept tightly zippered in the glove bag, attached

to the body belt.
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(e) I f  they are stored in lockers,  desks, or
offices, insulating gloves shall be kept in

the chipboard container in which they are supplied
by the manufacturer,  or  in which they are
returned from the routine electrical test. This
container affords reasonable protection against
ozone deterioration because of restricted air
circulation and the faet that a reaction between
ozone and cellulose decomposes the former into
a less active oxygen.

I I. ETECTRICAI TESI UPDATE PROCEOURE

ll.0l Storerooms are responsible for insulating
gloves in the storerooms and employees are

responsible for insulating gloves which they have
in the field. The dates of "Return for Tests" are
stamped upon the backs of the gloves and in the
space on the boxes provided for that purpose.

11.02 Employees shal l  see that gloves in the
f ie ld are returned to the storeroom or

of f ice pr ior  to the "Return for  Test"  date.
Replacement gloves shall be available before returning
the gloves to be tested.

It.03 Storerooms shall see that all gloves in their
possession are returned for inspection on

the dates indicated to the Western Electric Branch
House or other authorized inspection agency. If,
however, gloves are held beyond this date, they
shall not be used or issued until retested.

It.0{ All insulating gloves, before being returned
to the Western Electric Company or other

authorized agent, shall be given a careful inspection
in accordance with Part 7 and a careful test in
accordance with Part 8. Gloves with obvious defects
shall be junked in accordance with Part 12.

12. DISPOSITION OF DEFECTIVE INSUI.ATING GTOVES

l2.ol  Gloves with obvious defects should have
the front cut open from the fingers to the

top of the gauntlet and should be disposed of as
junk in accordance with the locally established
routine.
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