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I. GENERAT

I.Ot This section describes climbers and associated
items such as pads,straps, and gaff guards,

Information on the care and maintenance of these
items is included.

L02 This sect ion is reissued to show that the
F climber is no longer being supplied with

a foot strap attached and to describe the use of a
split steel ring for attaching the foot strap assembly.

t.03 When existing D, E, and F climbers with
foot straps at tached to a sol id r ing are

returned for reconditioning, the solid ring will be
replaced with a split steel ring.

1.04 Under no circumstances should a fiIe or
any other tool be used to reshape or

sharpen a clinber gafr, Part 7 describes the use
of a hone for climber gaff maintenance.
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SECTION 081-730-101

(5) A  gaff, which is correctly shaped and is e v e n  a dull gaff can cut your finger so hone
sharp, will cut into the pole and hold in a c a re ful l y .

distance of 2 inches or less. Measure the cut
from point the gaff enters the pole to bottom
of cut at surface of pole as indicated in Fig. 15.
A gaff that is correctly shaped but dull or burred
will cut in and hold but the length of the cut
will be more than 2 inches. A  gaff, which is
very dull or deformed in some way, will cut out
of the pole or plow through the wood for a
distance greater than 2 inches. D o  not use CUTTING
climbers that cut out or plow through the E DG E S
wood for a distance greater than 2  inches.
If the climber gaff is dull, sharpen with a hone,
as described in Part 7 and repeat cutout test.
If climbers still do not pass the pole cutout test,
they are defective and should be replaced.

Fig. 15—Measuring Gaff Cut

7. FIELD MAINTENANCE

Climber Gaffs

7.01 Du r i n g  normal use of climbers the edges
along inner surface (cutting edges), Fig. 16,

may become dull. Th e  honing stone should be
used to maintain sharp edges. Remember that
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Fig. 16—Gaff Cutting Edges

7.02 I n  honing, use a standard honing stone.
Keep the stone well oiled with light machine

oil while honing to prevent clogging the stone.

7.03 Fi rs t,  i f there are any small burrs along
the cutting edges, remove them by holding

the hone against the side of the gaff and carefully
following the edge around to the tip as indicated
in Fig. 17 and 18.

Fig. 17—Removing Burrs From Top Cutting Edge






