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GENERAI

l.ol This section covers the use of span clamps
for attaching drop wire to suspension strand,

and the methods of ' 'rnning drop wire from span
clamps to poles.

l .o2 This sect ion is reissued to include the
description and use of the E Span Clamp

which supersedes the D Span Clamp.

I.o3 lThe E Span Clamp (Fig. l) was designed
to be used on suspension strand and the

jacketed strand of self-supporting eable. Howeaer,
when the D Span Clamp is used. on suspension
strand supporting lashed lead sheath cable, a
B Cable Guard must be placed around the cable
beneath the Span Clamp to proaide mechanical
protection from the jaws of the clamp (Fig. 5).1

Fig.  l -E Spon Clomp

USE

Lo4 Span Clamps should be used only when it
is impractical to attach the customer's drop

directly from a pole. Some of the conditions which
will necessitate the use of span clamDs are:

(a) Right-of-way difficulty in crossing private
propertY

(b) To avoid t rees, c lothes l ines,  and other
obstructions

(c) Where guard arms would otherwise be
necessary to provide pole climbing space

(d) Where a number of attachments to a masonry
bui ld ing can be avoided.

2. PI.ACING SPAN CTAMP

2.ol Span clamps are placed on suspension strand
as fol lows (Fig.  2) :

)Note: The precautions covered in Section
627-295-500 must be observed when a span
clamp is to be placed by a craftsman working
from a ladder or other strand supported
dev ice.  I

(l) Place the clamp on the strand so the hook
will be in a vertical position facing the

building to be served and the open eye of the
hook will lace away from the pole to which the
drop wire will be attached.

(2) On lashed cables, position the span clamp
between adjacent wraps of lashing wire so

the wire will not be under the jaws of the clamp.

(3) lOn lashed lead sheath cables, place a B
Cable Guard on the cable beneath the span

clamp to protect the sheath from the jaws of
the c lamp. l

(4) Securely tighten the span clamp nut to the
strand.

Note: The possibility that the drop wire
clamp will become detached from the span
clamp is eliminated by placing the span clamp
so the open eye of the clamp is away from
the pole to which the drop is running.
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Fig.  2-E Spon Clomp on Strond

2.O2 Where the span clamps are placed on 2.2M
suspension strand which supports lashed or

ring-supported block cable, it will be necessary to
place a serving of 0.045 lashing wire on the strand
before installing the clamp. The wraps should be
spaced about ll4 inch apart and cover about a
3-inch length of strand. After the clamp is tightened
on the wire-wrapped strand, cut off the excess
length of wire serving which falls outside the ends
of the clamp. On lashed block cable, protect the
cable sheath under the clamp with )a B cable
guard.{

3. RUNNING DROP WIRE FROM SPAN CTAMP TO
POTE

3.01 Do not place more than two drop wires on
the span clamp.

3.02 Where the distance between the span clamp
and cable suspension bolt is over ll feet,

support the drop wire run as shown in Fig. 3
and 4.

3.03 The following procedure should be used to
obtain maximum separat ion between the

drop wire and the cable (Fig. 3 and 4):

(a) lf the open end of the span clamp hook is
pointing upward, use the upper drop wire

clamp to support the pole span, and the lower
clamp to support  the bui ld ing span-

(b) If the open end of the span clamp hook is
pointing downward, use the upper drop wire
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clamp to support the building span, and the
lower clamp to support the pole span.

3.04 Where the distance between the span clamp
and cable suspension bolt is 3 feet or less,

support the drop wire span as indicated in Fig. 5
and 6.

TOTES:
I ATIACH DROP WIRE TO POLE INSTEAD OF GUARD ARM

WH€RE REOUIRED GNOUND CLEARANCE CAN BE OATAINED
2. IF THE SECOND OROP IS TO BE INSTALLED LA]ER IN

Tf l IS DIFECTION. SAME SPAN CLAMP MAY 8E USED-
3 PLACE OPEN EYE OF SPAN CLAMP AWAY FROM POLE.

Fig.  3-Spcns to Guord Arm

{OTE
PLACE OPEN EYE OF SPAN CLAMP AWAY FROM POLE.

Fig. 4-Spons to Drivehook on Pole

USE UPER OFOP
WIRE CLAMP FOR

BUN TO GUARD ARM

ALL SLACK WIRE
PLACED IN A SMOOTH CURVE

BUILOING

USE UPPER OROP WIRE
CLAMP FOR RUN IO POLE
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TAREAO OROP WIRE THFOUGH
SUPrcRT HANGER OR THROUGH
CASL€ RING IF USEO

SLACK WIRE PLACEO
IN A SMOOTH CURVE

E SMN
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Fig. S-Spon Clomp Within 3 Feet of Coble Suspension
Bolt (loshed Coble)

,  NOTES I

I, PLACE OPEN EYE OF SPAN CLAMP AWAY FAOT POLE.
2. PREFERABLY NOT MORE THAN 20 IN. FFOM CABLE

SUSPENSION 8OLT. INCREASE TO 3 FT WH€RE
NECESSARY TO PROVIOE CLITAIIG SPACE OR
CLEARATCE FROM TREES.

Fig. 6-Spon Clomp Within 3 Feer of Coble Suspension
Bolr (Ring-Supported Coble)

IHSEAD WIRE TNRdGH
HOOK OF E SPAN CLAMP
LOCATEO AT MIDrcINT OF RUN

GUARD
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