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L GENERAL 
1.01 This aection tpecifies method. of rescuing a penon 

who ia in contact with a live wire that is on the grou-cd 
w at any location other than on a pole. 

1.02 In kll electric ahock accident, quick reacuo and th• 
prompt application of artificial reapiration, if normal 

breathing hu atopped, are extremely important. In aome cue. 
the injured penon may remain in contact with the wire bteauu 
of bia inabilit;r to let go of the lin condoctor or due to hia 
lteiq Uncon&C10tu. 

l.OJ An attempt to n~Jicue a penon from contact with • 
lin wire ia dangeroua for anyone who dou not under· 

ttaDd how to proceed, becauae of the fact that the electric cur­
nat may be carried through the body of the rictim to the 
rescuer, or the live wire may come in contact with the reacucr 
or other penon and ahock him, unleaa proper precautioa. are 
taken.. 

1.04 If an unconedoua penon a in contact with a wire and 
it l• not definitelr known that the wire bu been de­

ser'(ized, auume that it 11 a lin circuit, in proceedinr to clear 
ldm from contact with the wire. 

1.05 lo all caaea where the nctun iJ unccrucioUJ, eal1 "-
physician to the location u 1oon u practicable, with­

alit delaying the rescue. After the Tictim baa been remond from 
tJ~e contact, apply such first aid treatment aa may be neceuary 
~~~ accordance with the recommendations of the American Red 
Cross First Aid Text Book and outlined in Section 010-100-001. 

!.06 Notify as soon as practicable the po.,et company whicil 
o~'erates the equipment inYolnd in the accident. 

1.07 Review thiOJ practiice and also the Red Crou Fint Ail! 
Text Book at intervals, so that if it should become 

Me<:tuary to re3cue a person ic contact with a liYe wire on the 
i~Ound, the rescue worlc will be ha.odled promptly and &afe-ly_ 

L PLANNING THE RESCUE 
Z.Ol Before atarting the rescue, consider quickly but care­

fully, bow the opuation can be11t be carried out. Th• 
•att important d~tails to be conaiidered are aa follows: 

(a) Poaitlon of the injured J?C:t1011 with reapect to the coa-
ductor. Ha position will influence the method to h. 

employed in daring the contnct, that ia, whether to cut the 
wire, pull the wire cle:u of th1e Tictim, roll him cff the wire 
or lift him clear of tb.e wire. 
(b) Preaencc of a nearby 1111ritcb by me&n~ of whlch the 

wire may be deCillcrfpud. 
(e) Rescue equipment anilable, ncb M rubber &lo·n•, 

rubber footwear, plien, dry rope, trte pruner, lone­
handled ahonl, dr-y board, dry ladder, trianaular bandage, 
or other non-<:onducd!l&' material that could be wed fOC' 
t11ttlna or moving the wire or marina the Tictim. 
(d) Dependable aui.atantl. 
(o) Probable voltage of circu:it. (See Pan£T&ph -4.01) 
(f) Presence of byst&J:tden. H may be neceasary to modJfy 

the rucue method• so that byatandera will not be In· 
jured by the enerifz;C<ll wire while it is beina- handled. 

2.00 Men handling the rucut. moat keep cool, think clearly 
and avoid impult!n and unsafe operations. Keep lo 

ll:l.lbd the fact that wet rc>pea, wet wood and wet clothing are 
aot ~rood insulators and 11evere 1hoclu can be traOJmitted b) 
them. AYoid atanding on ·wet grmmd and in water. 

Z.OJ Employee• ahould become &"enerally familiar with th~ 
~ of construction uac~ by the eledrk compaoii'::SI 

that operate in the localitilts whe-r·e reacue wor.: may be nei:et· 
IU'Y, ao that they may be !lble to eetimat'ie the voltage• of ciiff...,. 
eat type" o~ drc:nlb. 
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SECTION 010·100-013 

L FREEING PERSON FRtOM COMTACT WITH LlVll 
WIRE OF LESS THAN 1101111 VOLTS 

J.Ol In reacuing • penon who ia in contact with & 1he ..U "'• 
always wear rubber iirlona, ij[ anilable. If rubber foot· 

wear ia available, wear it, ala•). 
I.QZ If ra.bb.r ~~ ...,. atanahl~ with or without rubbe: 

footwear, proceed in 1a.ccordance with one of th~ follow­
... method• which are liated iln their order of preference: 

(1} Pull the wire clear of the Tic1:im by o1ean1 of a rope, c..~ 
push it clear with a tree pruner, board or l.;:.dder. 

(2) Cut the live wire !'.:In both aide11 of the ~ictim by 
mean9 of pliers or a tree pr1llner, or on the remainin1 

aide if it i~ broken. In C1Jtting th~ wi:-e, cloae the eyes or 
turn the head away 110 that the eyes will not be exposed to 
the flash. Warn bystanden to keep cleu 10 that they will 
not be injured by the elllds of the wire after it hu beeu 
cut. In many kinda of ele,ctric circuit., iUch u aerie!" 4itree~ 
lighting circuits, voltage 01ay remain on the wires a.fter they 
have be~n cut at one plac~. If practicable, and if it will not 
delay the re~cue operation•, hold the wire down by mean• 
of a board or tool handl~~ beforl! it is cut ao that the wire 
enda will be under conttoL 
(3) Roll the victim off the wire. Obaene the wire donly 

ao aa to aToid accidental contact• with it and prevent 
the enda from hitting byaltanden. 
(4) Uft the Yictim off the: wire. 

3.03 If rubber •loY .. ._... aot a..U..ble, enreme care mutt 
be e:xerd1ed to avoid direct contact with the body of 

the penon or with the live dreuit. U•e one of the followfDc 
a~ethod1 which are listed in their order of preference: 

(1) Pull the 11fire dear of the nctim by meana of a a..,. 
rope, provided that it appeara that the wire can euU:r 

be freed. A dry tree pruner may ILlso be u1ed in pulling the 
wire or cutting it clear. Do not under nny circumatance• 
twe a wet rope or other wet materi&la that may come In 
cont<llct with the Uve wire'! or thc1 body of the victim. 
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(2) If the live wire cannot be freed readily by pulliGB it 
clear, slip a dry rope or other ~ material under the 

1houlder or other part of the Tictim 1 body and roll him 
or lift hlm off the wire. A dry board, ladder, or dry atick 
may be uaed to a11i1t in p~hing the rope under hia body. 
(3) If th.:J victim'• clothing i1 wet, do not touch it under 

any circum•tance• unle11 rubber poTea are beiq 
worn. If bia clothing la dry, it may be touched only if otli1er 
dry lnlulatlq material la not available. Before IJ'Upillla 
uy portion of the victim's clothiq, touch it liahtly to m~U&:c 
n~e there iJ no Toltace in it. Preferably 1tand on a clr)o 
board or other inaulating material while in coatac:t with 1the 
clothina. Remember that under wet weather coaditic•u 
e:rtreme care muat be uaed to avoid •hcxlu unle11 rubber 
alona and rubber footwear or the equinlut are uaed. 

&. PRI.E.ING PI.RSOM FROM COKT ACT WITH LIV& 
WIRE OF MORE THAll lMM VOLTS 

4.01 If the Tictim i1 in contact with a lin wire and in tlb.e 
beat judgment of the re1cuer, the Tolta&e iJ in u:ceaa of 

15000 Yolu, the reacuer ahould, for hiJ own protection, aecu,re 
the auiatance of a qualified employee of the power complllllJ 
to break the contact before prcxeediq with the retcue. nw 
precaution ia neceasary 1ince the rubber alont are not deat.Be4 
to withatand theae higher Toltarea and the reacuer cannot be 
eure that ropca, tree pruner handlea, ladden and auch equip· 
aent that might be used with rubber aloTea are alwan di'J' 
uouah to pro'ride the devee of flrotection required. 

I. ARTIFICIAL llUPIRA TIO. A.KD OTHER FIR.IT AID 
5.01 If normal breathln1 hu •toppe~ appl;:r arti6dal rcapl· 

ration immediately after the rea cue. Follow the metbc.dl 
"' ~pplyin~: artifici~- reapiration, tr~tina burru, treatlaa 
phntca1 •hock, or 11V'Ing other 6nt atd recom.a:uu:aded iA tlM 
Alaerlcu Red Crol• Flnt AW Tu:t Book. 


