
 
 

 
 
 

TECHNICAL ARTICLE ON THE SOP 
A technical article published in the UK 

about 1928. 
 

Published about 1928 in the UK this technical article details the operation of the SOP switch.  The 
SOP switch invented by Alton Emerson Stevens (1876-1924) and patented in 1918 was a far 

advanced interior telephone switching system than was currently being used.  It eliminated the 
cumbersome push button sets and adjuncts.  Additionally it provided a private talk path for as many 

pairs of phones in the system.  The original patent and drawings can be found elsewhere on the 
Select-O-Phone website. 
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